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K N I T T I N G P A T T E R N

How to knit a fishHow to knit a fish
Size
• The fi nished fi sh is approximately 8cm

Materials
• 2 x balls of 8 ply wool (any two colours 

that you would like your fi sh to be) 
• Small amount of black wool for the fi ns 

and eyes
• 1 pair of size 3m knitti  ng needles
• Small amount of stuffi  ng
• Sewing needle

Symbols
• Ss = stocking sti tch (knit one row, purl 

the next - also called ‘sti ches’)
• K2tog = knit two together
• Inc. = increase. Knit one front and back 

in same sti tch.

Knitting pattern by Joan Wilson

A  f i s h  w o r t h  c a t c h i n gA  f i s h  w o r t h  c a t c h i n g

See if you can fi nd this brightly coloured fi sh swimming about in The Messy Bath Monster, the second 
book in the Monkey’s Great Adventures series. How many pages can you spot it on?

Create your very own fi sh by using this simple patt ern, and share your knitt ed creati ons with Monkey 
on instagram @monkeysgreat... hash tag #monkeysgreat.

The fi nished fi sh with a plasti c eye stuck on. You 
can also choose to simply sew an eye on.
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Knitting InstructionsKnitting Instructions
Body
• Row 1: Cast on 4 sti tches in main colour
• Row 2:  Increase in each sti tch (8 sti ches)
• Row 3:  Purl
• Row 4: (Inc. knit 3) twice (10 sti ches)
• Row 5: Purl
• Row 6: (k4 Inc) twice (12 sti tches)
• Row 7: Purl
• Row 8: (k5 Inc) twice (14 sti tches)
• Row 9: Pur.
• Row 10: Join in second colour. Knit across row
• Row 11: Purl
• Row 12: Change back to main colour. Knit
• Row 13: Purl
• Row 14: Knit
• Row 15: Purl
• Row 16: Change to second colour. Knit
• Row 17: Purl
• Row 18: Change to mai colour (k5 k2tog) 

twice (12 sti tches)
• Row 10: Purl
• Row 16: Change to second colour. Knit
• Row 17: Purl
• Row 18: Change to main colour (k5 k2tog) 

twice (12 sti tches)
• Row 19: Purl
• Row 20: (k4 k2tog) twice (10 sti tches)
• Row 21: Purl
• Row 22: Change to second colour (k2tog k3)
• Row 23: Purl
• Row 24: (k2tog k2) twice (6 sti tches)

Pic 1. Fish body before being stuff ed

Tail
• Row 25: K3 sti tches turn
• Row 26: Purl
• Row 27: K1 k2tog (2 sti tches)
• Row 28: Purl
• Row 29: Purl
• Row 30: Purl 2tog. Finish off .
• Row 31: Rejoin wool to remaining 3 

sti tches. Knit.
• Row 32: Purl
• Row 33: K2tog K1 (2 sti tches)
• Row 34: Purl
• Row 35: Knit
• Row 36: Purl 2 tog. Finish off .

Top fin in black
• Row 1: Cast on 8 sti tches
• Row 2: Cast off  3 sti tches, knit to end
• Row 3: Cast off  all sti tches. Leave a long 

tail for sewing.

Bottom fin
• Row 1: Cast on 6 sti tches
• Row 2: Cast off  6 sti tches. Leave a long 

tail for sewing.

Sew on the tail.

Sti ch in two black eyes, or glue on plasti c 
eyeballs. 

Congratulati ons! You now have your very 
own fi sh. 

Pic 2. Fish tail Pic 3. Top fi n Pic 4. Bott om fi n


